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Basic Competency: 
 

After completing this unit, you are 
expected to be able to apply inversion 

constructions 

Indicators: 
 
After completing this unit, you are able to: 

A. use inverted constructions after negative 
expressions 

B. use inverted construction after only + time 
expression, so, such, little ... 

C. use inverted constructions in conditional 
sentences 

D. use inverted constructions after place 
expressions 
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Direction. Identify whether the sentences are correct or incorrect. 

 

1. Almost never I met him in such an informal situation. 

2. Behind the mountains are the man‟s house. 

3. Barely he has passed the math exam the professor gave. 

4. Nowhere mosquitoes are more prevalent than in warm, swampy places. 

5. Only when the ground is kept moist will grass seeds germinate. 

6. Not until Columbus discovered America were bananas brought to Europe. 

7. Never again Greta Garbo did appear in films after her retirement in the forties. 

8. Rarely do professional boxers remain active beyond the age of thirty-five. 

9. Sometimes do I meet her in classroom. 

10. Behind the mountain is the people‟s houses. 

11. Never I have seen such a good dance. 

12. Only after his father died did he work seriously. 

13. Rarely did she sent letters to her parent. 

14. Were our neighbors a bit more friendly, it would be somewhat easier to get to 

know them. 

15. There were plenty of blankets in the closet if should you get cold during the 

night. 

16. In front of the house were some giant trees. 

17. There a big house is on the corner. 

18. Nowhere I have seen such beautiful weather. 

19. Should you come to my town, call me and I will pick you up. 

20. Had I had extra money, I would have given you some.  

 

 

Subjects and verbs are inverted in a variety of situations in English. Inverted subjects and 

verbs occur most often in the formation of questions. To form a question with auxiliary 

verbs (be, can, could, will, would, do, does, did, have, has, had, etc.), the subject and the 

auxiliary verb are inverted. Here are some examples of inversion in Yes/No Questions and 

Informative Questions. 

 

Examples: 

Can you speak Indonesian? 

Does she work at your office? 

Did he tell you the answer? 

Will you invite us? 

Have you seen this movie before? 

 

What are they doing in this place? 

Where does she live? 

How do you come here? 

Why is she crying? 

PRETEST 
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There are many other situations in English when subjects and verbs are inverted. These 

situations are after some place expressions at the beginning of the sentence, after negative 

expressions, conditional sentences without „if‟, after some comparisons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study the following examples: 

She always  visits me. 

They sometimes bring their children to the party. 

He usually met him at the restaurant. 

Mary sometimes accompanied me 

 

My mother never sends me birthday cards. 

They rarely celebrate New Year together. 

There is hardly any food in the refrigerator. 

He seldom keeps his patient waiting long.  

 

All sentences above consist of adverbs of frequency. If we want to give emphasis on the 

adverb, we can foreground it to the beginning of the sentence. However, there will be 

different treatment for the change. 

 

always 

usually 

sometimes 

often 

 

 

 

+ subject + verb + complement 

 

seldom 

rarely, scarcely, barely, hardly 

almost never 

never, nor 

 

 

 

 

+ auxi. verbs + subject + verb + comp. 

 

No inversion of subjects and verbs if positive adverbs of frequency are placed at the 

beginning of the sentence, but subjects and verbs are inverted after negative adverbs of 

frequency. Thus, the sentences above can be restated as follows: 

 

 Always she visits me. 

 Sometimes they bring their children to the party. 

 usually he met him at the restaurant. 

 Sometimes Mary accompanied me 

A 
INVERSIONS AFTER NEGATIVE EXPRESSIONS 
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However, when the negative or almost negative adverbs are foregrounded at the 

beginning of the sentence, the inversion (auxiliary verb + Subject + verb) is needed 

 Never does my mother send me birthday cards. 

 Rarely do they celebrate New Year together. 

 Hardly is there any food in the refrigerator. 

 Seldom  does the doctor keep his patient waiting long.  

 

Inversions are used when negative adverbs are placed at the beginning of a sentence to 

give emphasis to the foregrounded expressions. The negative adverbs can relate to (1) 

frequency (seldom, rarely, barely, hardly, almost never, never), (2) place (nowhere, .....), 

time (no longer, not until, no sooner, at no time, under no circumstances, etc.) 

 

Negative/Almost 

Negative 

Expression 

Aux.  

Verb 

Subject Verb Complement 

Seldom do I send her birthday presents 

Almost never have I tasted such delicious food. 

At no time are the children allowed to play in the forest 

Not only does he get drunk, but he also behaves bad. 

 

Here is the list of negative adverbs: 

 

o Seldom o Almost never o Not until 

o Hardly (ever) o Never (again) o No sooner 

o Rarely  (ever) o No longer o Nowhere 

o Barely (ever) o Under no circumstance o Not once 

o Scarcely (ever) o At no time  

 

 

Examples: 

 Never has the world faced so many problems. 

 Not only did they go, but they also stayed until the end. 

 Rarely were they so sad. 

 Almost never did the husband write to his wife. 

 At no time does the park allow the visitors to feed the dolphin. 

 Not until he spends all his money will the gambler finish gambling 

 

 

EXERCISE 

Direction. Move the negative and almost negative expression to the beginning of the 

sentence and rewrite the sentence. 

1. Ginie had never been allowed to talk to other people until she was 13 years old. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. This gate is not to be unlocked at any time (use at no time). 



English Grammar 3, I Made Sujana Page 5 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. The Sydney‟s Museum not only had alarm system, but it also had a security on 

duty day and night. 

________________________________________________________________ 

4. The woman will never again lend the man her expensive car. 

________________________________________________________________ 

5. Such a solution has almost never worked in this kind of situation. 

________________________________________________________________ 

6. You will never again have a chance to teach in Australia. 

________________________________________________________________ 

7. I have never seen such a beautiful sight. 

________________________________________________________________ 

8. The husband rarely sends money to his family in Lombok. 

________________________________________________________________ 

9. I have almost never met such a stupid person. 

________________________________________________________________ 

10. She is not only very beautiful, but she is also very brilliant. 

________________________________________________________________ 

11. An exception cannot be made in any case. (use in no case). 

________________________________________________________________ 

12. The wife did not complain once about her finacial problems. (use not once).  

________________________________________________________________ 

13. I have never had such a nice dream. 

________________________________________________________________ 

14. She hardly ever works in the evening. 

________________________________________________________________ 

15. Bobby not only grew up in that village, but he was also born there. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

EXERCISE. WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES. 

Direction. Based on the explanation and exercise above, write your own sentences. 
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1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________________ 

7. __________________________________________________________________ 

8. __________________________________________________________________ 

9. __________________________________________________________________ 

10. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inversions are also used after “only + time expressions” such as only once, only after, 

only at night, only when ….., etc. 

Examples’ 

 Only at night do bats leave the cave. 

 Only under certain atmospheric conditions is there a chance of a tornado. 

 Only once in my life have I met a ghost. 

 Only when there is adequate water can this plant grow well. 

 

Inversions are also used if the sentences begin with little, such, so, few. 

 

Examples: 

 Little did she know that she had won the first prize. 

 So great was her surprise that she almost fainted. 

 Few were her words of praise for her son. 

 

But if the expressions above are followed by a noun, no inversion is used. 

 

Examples: 

Such a desire to win is not healthy. 

Few words of praise are meaningful. 

 

 

B 
Inversions after Only + Time Expression, 

Such, So, Little, Few 
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NOTE: After certain adverbials in initial position , a reversal of subject and verb is 

optional. Inverted sentences have a literary effect (Frank, 1985): 

 

 Often did we sit together without saying a word. 

 In God alone should we place our trust. 

 Loud and clear rang the bell. 

 

 

EXERCISE 

Direction. Indicate if the sentences are correct or incorrect. Correct any that are incorrect 

by crossing out or shifting words. 

 

1. Steve did not win the prize, nor did he expect to do so. 

2. Only once in my life gone I have to New York City. 

3. At no time did he go out of the house. 

4. Seldom their secretary has made such big mistakes. 

5. No sooner had she hung up the phone than it rang again. 

6. Sheila did not arrive late for work, nor she left early. 

7. Barely had he finished the exam when the graduate assistant collected the 

papers. 

8. The police did not arrive in time to save the girl, and neither did the paramedics. 

 

EXERCISE. 

Direction. Rewrite the sentence by putting the italic expression at the beginning of the 

sentence. 

 

1. I will teach again in that class only if the students apologize. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. The fire had spread to neighbouring houses so rapidly that no one could save 

their belongings. 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. An exception can only be agreed in rare cases.  

________________________________________________________________ 

4. The emergency door is to be used only when there is fire. 

________________________________________________________________ 

5. The man walked the bank so silently that no one noticed him. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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6. The demage in his car was so extensive that it needed a lot of money. 

________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Cacti in the dessert will bloom only after it rains. 

________________________________________________________________ 

8. I missed the ESP class only once in a semester. 

________________________________________________________________ 

9. The bus passangers were not in any danger at any time. (use at no time). 

________________________________________________________________  

10. He felt lonely only after his father died. 

________________________________________________________________ 

11. The vendors at Udayana Park go out only at night. 

________________________________________________________________ 

12. The DVD and TV sets are in the corner of the room. 

________________________________________________________________ 

13. Many people will realize the value of the elephants only after the have become 

extinct. 

________________________________________________________________  

14. My belongings were so few that I could put it in one small suitcase. 

________________________________________________________________ 

15. The bodyguard is so powerful that no one dares to oppose him. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

EXERCISE. WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES. 

Direction. Based on the explanation and exercise above, write your own sentences. 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________________ 

7. __________________________________________________________________ 
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8. __________________________________________________________________ 

9. __________________________________________________________________ 

10. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In certain Conditional Sentences, subjects and verbs may also be inverted. This can be 

done if the auxiliary verbs are should (conditional type I), were (conditional type II), and 

had (conditional type III). Inversion in Conditional Sentences and the connector if is 

omitted (conditional without if). (See Unit 4 Conditional Sentences on English Grammar 

2). 

 

1. Conditional without if with should  
The formation of this conditional is by omiting “if” and by putting “should” at the 

beginning of the clause. The rest of the clause will be the same. 

 

Examples: 

If you should arrive at the airport before 12:00, give me a call 

 Should you arrive at the airport before 12:00, give me a call. 

If she should call, I will invite her. 

 Should she call, I will invite her. 

If you should get a letter from your boss, let me know. 

 Should you get a letter from you boss, let me know. 

 

2. Conditional Sentences Type II 

There are two ways of forming the conditional sentences in this type. If the if-clause 

consists of “were”, just invert between the subject and were. If the clause consists of 

“action verb”, the verb must be restructured into: WERE ........ TO VERB. 

 

Examples: 

If he were rich, he would have an expensive car. 

 Were he rich, he would have an expensive car. 

If he asked her, she would surely help you. 

 Were he to ask her, she would surely help you. 

If I had the money, I would buy you what you want. 

 Were I to have the money, I would buy you what you want. 

 

 

C 
INVERSIONS IN CONDITIONAL SENTENCES 
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3. Conditional Sentences Type III 

Conditional without “if” in this type is constructed by omitting “if” and 

foregrounding the auxiliary verb “had”. 

 

Examples: 

If I had known, I would have come. 

 Had I known, I would have come. 

If you had been here yesterday, you could have seen Pam. 

 Had you been here yesterday, you could have seen Pam. 

If I had known you were sick, I would have made you some soup.  

 Had I known you were sick, I would have made you some soup.  

 

EXERCISE 
Direction. Identify whether the sentences below are correct or incorrect. Correct 

those that are incorrect by crossing out or shifting words. 

 

1. Has he enough vacation days left this year, he will take two full weeks off in. 

2. Had he be informed of the decision, we might have had something to say 

about it. 

3. I would like to know could you help me pack these boxes. 

4. He would have been in big trouble had not he remembered the assignment at 

the last minute. 

5. If your friends come to visit, will they stay in a hotel or at your house? 

6. He might be a little more successful today was he a little more willing to do 

some hard work. 

7. Should you ever visit this town again, I would be delighted to show you 

around. 

8. Do you think that she would give the speech were she asked to do so? 

 

 

Direction. Change the following if clauses into conditional without “if”. 

 

1. If you asked John for help, he wold help you happily. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. If he had passed the last test, he would have accepted in the Army Force. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. If you should meet my students, please tell them that I am looking for them. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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4. Unless  he had been so tired, he wouldn‟t have missed the party. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. I couldn‟t have bought a new car unless I had borrowed some money from the 

bank. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. If she got sick, we would call a doctor. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. If he had gone to the doctor immediately, he might have been saved. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. If he studied seriously, he would passed right now. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

9. If they knew the truth, they would send you to jail. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10. If the police hadn‟t stopped him suddenly, he wouldn‟t have been in the 

accident. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

EXERCISE. WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES. 

Direction. Based on the explanation and exercise above, write your own sentences. 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________________ 

7. __________________________________________________________________ 

8. __________________________________________________________________ 

9. __________________________________________________________________ 

10. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 D 
INVERSIONS IN PLACE EXPRESSIONS 
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The subject and the verb sometimes invert after ideas expressing places. This can 

happen with single words expressing place, such as here, there, or nowhere. 

Here is the milkman 

There are some books found in the attic. 

Nowhere have I seen such a unique culture. 

 

The subject and verb can also be inverted after prepositional phrases expressing 

places. 

In the closet are the clothes that you want. 

Around the corner is Sam’s house. 

Beyond the mountain lies the town where you will live. 

 

It is important to understand that the subject and verb will invert after place 

expressions at the beginning of a sentence only when the place expression is 

necessary to complete the sentence. Compare the following sentences: 

 

1. In the classroom were some old desks.  (necessary) 

2. In the classroom, I studied very hard.  (extra) 

 

3. In the forest are many exotic birds.  (necessary) 

4. In the forest I walked for many hours.  (extra) 

 

In the first example the subject some old desks and the verb were are inverted 

because the place expression (In the classroom) is needed to complete the idea “Some 

old desks were ……..”. Without the place expression the sentence is meaningless. In 

the second example the subject I and the verb studied are not inverted because the 

idea “I studied very hard” is complete without the place expression in the classroom. 

Without the place expression the sentence is meaningful. 

 

EXERCISE 
Direction. Identify whether the following sentences are correct or incorrect. Correct 

those that are incorrect. 

 

1. In the cave was a vast treasure of gems and jewels. 

2. To the north the stream is that the settlers will have to cross. 

3. Around the corner are the offices that you are trying to find. 

4. At the Italian restaurant was the food too spicy for my taste. 

5. Nowhere in the world farmers can grow such delicious food. 

6. In the backyard the two trees are that need to be pruned. 
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7. Around the recreation hall and down the path are the tents where we will 

be staying this week. 

8. In the apartment next to mine a man and a woman were having a heated 

discussion. 

 

Direction. Identify whether the sentences are correct or incorrect. Correct those that are 

incorrect. 

 

1. The town council is not sure why have the land developers changed their 

plans. 

2. Never in the world I believed that this would happened. 

3. The day might have been a little more enjoyable had the sun been out a 

little more. 

4. Only once did the judge take the defense lawyer‟s suggestion. 

5. Down the hall to the left the offices are that need to be painted. 

6. Did the scientist explain what he put in the beaker? 

7. Hardly ever it snows in this section of the country. 

8. Elijah scored more points in yesterday‟s basketball final than had any 

other players in history. 

9. In the state of California, earthquakes occur regularly. 

10. He should ever call again, please tell him that I am not at home. 

 

 

EXERCISE. WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES. 

Direction. Based on the explanation and exercise above, write your own sentences. 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________________ 

7. __________________________________________________________________ 

8. __________________________________________________________________ 
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9. __________________________________________________________________ 

10. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

INVERSIONS IN PASSIVE SENTENCES 

An inverted order is also used when a passive verb is split and the main verb begins the 

sentence. 

 

Examples: 

1. Held at Senggigi Square is an exhibition of Lombok craft. 

2. Discovered at the bottom of the sea were the ruins of the Titanic. 

3. Founded in a small village in a remote area was a hospital for drug users. 

4. Featured at ARMA Museum is Ubud Writer‟s Festival on October every year. 
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SUGGESTED READINGS 
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In order to check your understanding toward the materials you just learnt,  put tick (√) in 

front of the statement if you understand the materials comprehensively, cross (x) if don‟t 

understand the material, and question mark (?) if you feel in-between yes or no. You 

have to be honest to yourself. 

After completing this unit, I can ... 

 use inverted constructions after negative expressions 

 use inverted construction after only + time expression, so, such, little ... 

 use inverted constructions in conditional sentences 

 use inverted constructions after place 

 

If you don‟t understand the materials or feel doubt about your mastery, just check the 

materials again and reflect which parts you don‟t understand. Don‟t leave the unit without 

comprehensive understanding because it will influence your progess in learning the 

following materials. 

  

SELF ASSESSMENT 
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Without looking back to the materials, try to summarize the materials you just learnt by 

completing this MIND MAPPING. Put the subtopics on the first layer and take notes 

some important information on the following layers. [This reflection will be important for 

you to test your understanding and prepare yourself to become a teacher who needs 

comprehensive mastery of these materials] 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REFLECTION ON LEARNING 

INVERSIONS 
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Direction. Decide whether each of the following sentences is CORRECT (C) or 

INCORRECT (I). If it is incorrect, correct it. 

 

1. Only once she has visited Gili Trawangan. 

2. Almost never there is much rain in July. 

3. In the box was several antique ornaments from pre-historic era. 

4. On the corner of Udayana street stood two policemen. 

5. Were she to come, I would accompany her to travel around Lombok. 

6. Should she need more information, just send e-mail to me. 

7. In walked the President with a note on his hand. 

8. Little she knew that she had been the representative of her class. 

9. She had taken the course, she would have passed her studied. 

10. Were he not very sick, he wouldn‟t visit his doctor. 

11. Not only the father came, but all family members visited them. 

12.  Never Australian students have come to Pusat Bahasa UNRAM in such numbers. 

13. Were seen leaving the bank two masked women. 

14. Came up the flowers after the heavy rain. 

15. Had the young rider been stopped by the police, he would have received a stiff fine. 

 

Direction. Choose the best answer of the options provided. 

 

16. Rarely ________ located near city 

lights or at lower elevations. 

a. observatories are 

b. are 

c. in the observatories 

d. are observatories 

 

17. There are geographic, economic, and 

cultural reasons why _______ 

around the world. 

a. diets differ 

b. do diets differ 

c. are diets different  

d. to differ a diet 

 

18. Were _____ millions of dollars each 

year replenishing eroding beaches, 

the coastline would be changing 

even more rapidly. 

a. the US Army Corps of Engineers 

not spending 

b. the US Army Corps of Engineers 

not spend 

c. the US Army Corps of Engineers 

does not spend 

d. not spending the US Army Corps 

of Engineers. 

 

19. Nowhere ____ more skewed than in 

the auto industry. 

POSTEST 
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a. that retail trade figures 

b. retail trade figures 

c. are retail trade figures 

d. retail trade figures 

 

20. New York city‟s Central Park is 

nearly twice as large ______ second 

smallest country, Monaco. 

a. as  

b. is the 

c. as is 

d. as is the 

 

21. Potassium has a valence of positive 

one because it usually loses one 

electron when _______ with other 

elements. 

a. does it combine 

b. it combines 

c. in combining 

d. combination 

 

22. The economic background of labor 

legislation will not be mentioned in 

this course, _________ be treated. 

a. trade unionism will not  

b. nor trade unionism will 

c. nor will trade unionism 

d. neither trade unionism will 

 

23. ________ test positive for antibiotics 

when tanker trucks arrive at a milk 

processing plant, according to 

federal law, the entire truckload must 

be discarded. 

a. Should milk 

b. If milk 

c. If milk is 

d. Milk should 

 

24. Located behind _____ the two 

lachrymal glands. 

a. each eyelid 

b. is each eyelid 

c. each eyelid are 

d. each eyelid which is 

 

25. Only for a short period of time 

______ run at top speed. 

a. cheetahs 

b. do cheetahs 

c. that a cheetah can 

d. can  

 

26. “This sore has such high prices.” “I 

agree. Never again ________ here.” 

a. I will shop 

b. will I shop 

c. I do shop 

d. shop I 

 

27. “Is this machine often in need of 

repair?” “No. ___________ 

problems to arise.” 

a. Seldom don‟t we expect 

b. We expect seldom 

c. Seldom we expect 

d. Seldom do we expect 

 

28. “I can‟t see the stage very well from 

here.” “______________.” 

a. Neither can‟t I 

b. Neither I can 

c. I can‟t neither 

d. Neither can I 

 

29. Not until the early 1900s _________ 

to vote in the US. 

a. women were allowed 

b. were women allowed 

c. they allowed women 

d. when women were allowed 

 

30. Only recently _______ a favorite 

sport in the US. 

a. has jogging become 

b. has become jogging 

c. when jogging become 

d. as jogging has become 
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31. “This is one of the oldest trees in the 

world.” “___________ such a big 

tree.” 

a. Never I have seen 

b. I haven‟t never seen 

c. Never have I seen 

d. I have seen never 

 

32. “What happened to Jean‟s new car?” 

“No sooner __________ it than 

someone ran into her.” 

a. had she bought 

b. she bought 

c. did she bought 

d. she had bought 

 

33. “I would like to apply for the sale 

position you advertised.” “I‟m sorry. 

No longer _____ the application for 

that position.” 

a. are taking we 

b. we are taking 

c. are we taking 

d. we taking 

 

34. Amoebas reproduce by dividing 

___________ 

a. and other protozoans 

b. as do other protozoans 

c. other protozoans do too 

d. similar other protozoans 

 

35. __________ a higher concentration 

of people than in Tokyo and Mexico 

City. 

a. Nowhere there is 

b. Nowhere is 

c. Nowhere is there 

d. Nowhere there isn‟t 

 

36. “Did you like your trip to Niagara 

falls?” “It was beautiful. Hardly ever 

________ such a spectacular sight.” 

a. can see you 

b. can you see 

c. see you 

d. you can see 

 

37. “Can children swim in the pool?” 

“Yes, however, at no time 

___________ alone.” 

a. shouldn‟t they swim 

b. they should swim 

c. should swim they 

d. should they swim 

 

38. Only during the early twentieth 

century ________ in the US. 

a. liquor was prohibited then 

b. that liquor was prohibited 

c. when liquor was prohibited 

d. was liquor prohibited 

 

39. “I don‟t like this tossed salad very 

much.” “Nor _________.” 

a. I do 

b. I do either 

c. do I 

d. I like it either 

 

40. Not only __________, but he also 

plays the piano and writes his own 

songs. 

a. does Billy Joel sing 

b. Billy Joel sings 

c. If Billy Joel sings 

d. What Billy Joel sings 
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