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Genre is different types of communicative 

events.

• Language exists to fulfill certain functions

• These functions will determine the overall 
shape or generic structure of the 
discourse

• The communicative purpose will be 
reflected in the basic building block of the 
discourse (certain words and grammatical 
features).



TEXT TYPES

Purposes of Using Language

1. To tell a story as a means of 

making sense of events and 

happenings in the world. 

2. To reconstruct past experiences by 

retelling events and incidents in the 

order in which they have occurred.

3. To present factual information about 

a class of things usually by first 

classifying them and the describing 

their characteristics 

Text Type

1. Narrative

2. Recount

3. Information 

Report



4. To present information and opinions about more 

than one side of an issue: it may end with a 

recommendation based on the evidence 

presented.

5. To explain why things are as they are or how 

things work

6. To advance or justify an argument or put forward a 

particular point of view

7. To show how something can be accomplished 

through a series of steps or actions to be taken

4. Discussion

5. Explanation

6. Exposition

7. Procedure



Generic Structures and 
Grammatical Features

• Generic Structures/Schematic Structures is 
the staged, step-by-step organization of genre.
The generic structure of the Procedure Text:

Statement of Aim^Ingredients^Steps
• Grammatical Features is the selection of 

appropriate grammatical aspects used to 
support the realization of meanings in the genre.
The grammatical features of the Procedure Text:

Material processes, Imperative mood, temporal 
conjunction, Generalized human participants



DECONSTRUCTION-
CONSTRUCTION MODEL IN 
TEACHING WRITING

STEPS IN D-C MODEL
• Deconstruction: To analyze model of certain 

type of text to know how native speakers 
organize their idea; Two models need to be 
provided: one with the analysis of GS and GF 
and one text without GS/GF and ask students (in 
group) to analyze them.

• Construction: Assign students individually to 
write a similar text based on the GS and GF 
above.

• Peer-Editing: Ask students to read and 
comments on their friends’ work 



To retell events for the purpose of informing or entertaining
Generic 

Structure

Orientation

Event 1

Event 2

Event 3

Reorientation

Earthquake

I was driving along the coast road when the car
suddenly lurched to one side.

At first I thought a tyre had gone but then I 
saw telegraph poles collapsing like matchsticks.

The rock came tumbling across the road and I 
had to abandon the car.

When I got back to town, well, as I said, there 
wasn’t much left.

It was really a frightening experience.

Significant Lexicogrammatical Features:
• Focus on Specific Participants
• Use of Material Processes
• Circumstance of time and place
• Use of past tense
• Focus on Temporal Sequence



To describe a particular person, place or thing

Identification

Description

Natural Bridge National Park

Natural Bridge National Park is luscious tropical rainforest.

It is located 110 kilometers south of Brisbane and is reached 
by following the Pacific Highway to Nerang and then by 
travelling through the Numimbah Valley. This scenic roadway
lies in the shadow of the Lamington National Park.

The phenomenon of the rock formed into a natural ‘arch’ and 
the cave through which a waterfall cascades is a short one-
kilometer walk below a dense rainforest canopy from the main
picnic area. Swimming is permitted in the rock pools. Night-
time visitors to the cave will discover the unique feature of 
the glow worms.

Picnic areas offer toilets, barbeque, shelter sheds, water and 
fireplaces; however, overnight camping is not permitted.

Significant Lexicogrammatical Features:
 Focus on Specific Participants
 Use of Attributive and Identifying Processes.
 Frequent use of epithets & classifiers in nominal groups.
 Use of simple present tense



To describe the way things are, with reference to a range of natural, 
man-made and social phenomena in our environment

Generic 
Structure

General
Classification

Description
• Parts
• Qualities
• Habits or 

behaviors
(if living);

• Uses (if 
non-natural)

Whales
Whales are sea-living mammals.
They therefore breathe air but cannot survive on 
land. Some species are very large indeed and the 
blue whale, which can exceed 30m in length, is the 
largest animal to have lived on earth. 
Superficially, the whale looks rather like a fish, 
but there are important differences in its 
external structure; its tail consists of a pair of 
broad, flat horizontal paddles (the tail of a fish is
vertical) and it has single nostril on top of its 
large, broad head. The skin is smooth and shiny 
and beneath it lies a layer of fat (blubber). This
is up to 30cm in thickness and serves to conserve
heat and body fluids.

Significant Grammatical Features:
• Focus on Generic participants
• Use of Relational Processes to state what is and that which it is
• Use of simple present tense
• No temporal sequence



To amuse, entertain and to deal with actual or vicarious experience in different ways; Narratives deal with 
problematic events which lead to a crisis or turning point of some kind, which in turn finds a resolution.

Orientation

Major 
Complication

Resolution

Complication
Resolution

Complication

Major
resolution

Snow White
Once upon a time there lived a little girl named Snow White. She lived with 
her Aunt and Uncle because her parents were dead.

One day she heard her Uncle and Aunt talking about leaving Snow White in 
the castle because they both wanted to go to America and they didn’t have
enough money to take Snow White.

Snow White did not want her Uncle and Aunt to do this so she decided it 
would be best if she ran away. The next morning she ran away from home 
when her Aunt and Uncle were having breakfast. She ran away into the 
woods.

She was very tired and hungry.

Then she saw this little cottage. She knocked but no one answered so she 
went inside and fell asleep.

Meanwhile, the seven dwarfs were coming home from work. They went inside. 
There they found Snow White sleeping. Then Snow White woke up. She saw
the dwarfs. The dwarfs said, ‘What is your name?’ Snow White said, ‘My 
name is Snow White.’

Doc said, ‘if you wish, you may live here with us’. Snow White said, ‘Oh, 
could I? Thank you.’ Then Snow White told the dwarfs the whole story and 
Snow White and the seven dwarfs lived happily ever after.

Significant Lexicogrammatical Features:
 Focus on specific and usually individualized Participants.
 Use of Material Processes (or Behavioral and Verbal Processes).
 Use of Relational Processes and Mental Processes.
 Use of temporal conjunction and temporal circumstances.
 Use of past tense



Social Function:
To describe how something is accomplished through a sequence of actions or 
steps

Materials

needed

Steps 1-n

1

2

3

4

5

6

The Hole Game
two players
one marble per person
a hole in ground
a line (distance) to start from

First you must dub (click marble together)
Then you must check that the marble are in good condition 

and are nearly worth the same value.
Next you must dig a hole in the ground and draw a line a fair 

distance away from the hole.
The first player carefully throws his or her marble towards 

the hole.
Then the second player tries to throw his or her marble 

closer to the hole than his or her opponent.
The player whose marble is closest to the hole tries to flick

his or her marble into the hole. If successful, this player
tries to flick his or her opponent’s marble into the hole.

The person flicking the last marble into the hole wins and 
gets to keep both marble.

Significant Lexicogrammatical Features:
• Focus on generalized human agents
• Use of simple present tense, often imperative
• Use mainly of temporal conjunctions (or numbering to indicate sequence)
• Use mainly of Material Processes


